
The LLNL-sponsored 2006 Tri-
Valley Science and Engineering Fair
(TVSEF) returns for its 10th season on
March 28 to April 1.  This year, the fair
moves to the Robert Livermore
Community Center at 4444 East
Avenue, Livermore.

“We are very excited that 312 stu-
dents have signed up to participate in
the fair with some 227 projects,”
Science Fair Director Nadine Horner
said.

The TVSEF is affiliated with the
Intel International Science and
Engineering Fair (Inte ISEF). The goals
of the fair are to motivate students to
apply creativity and critical thought to
the solution of science, engineering,
and math problems; to encourage the
exchange of knowledge and ideas; and
to recognize student achievement. 

Eligible participants are 7th
through 12th grade students attending
public, private or parochial school in
Danville, Dublin, Livermore,
Pleasanton, San Ramon, and Sunol. 
Science projects are judged on a wide
range of criteria that represents stan-
dards of research held by the scientific
community.  Lab scientists and engi-
neers, as well as local scientists and
science teachers, serve as fair judges.  
This year, the lead judges are LLNL’s

Stephen Azevedo and Scott Couture. 
Research categories cover a wide

spectrum of science and include:
behavioral and bioscience, biochem-
istry, botany, chemistry, computer sci-
ence, earth and space science, engineer-
ing, environmental science, mathemat-
ics, medicine and health, microbiology,
physics, and zoology.

Scientists, engineers and post-docs
are invited to attend the fair on
Wednesday, March 29, from 1-2 p.m.
to meet the students and informally dis-
cuss their projects. 

“This is a special time set aside for
students to talk about their projects and
for Lab scientists to share their
thoughts with them about science. We
hope to see many  Lab employees. The
location is only about one mile west of
the Lab,” Horner said.

Judging will take place on
Wednesday morning, March 29, with
an awards ceremony scheduled for 7
p.m. that evening.  Sweepstakes win-
ners in the senior category go on to
compete in the Intel ISEF in
Indianapolis.  Junior category winners
are eligible to compete at the California
State Science Fair.
The public may view the exhibition of

student projects at the Robert
Livermore Community Center on

Thursday, March 30, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., Friday, March 31, from 10 a.m. to
7 p.m., and Saturday, April 1, from 10

a.m. to noon. There is no charge for
admission. 
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Tri-Valley Science and Engineering Fair coming soon

With the large number of projects entered in this year’s fair, addition-
al judges are needed. Judging will take place at the Robert Livermore
Community Center on Wednesday, March 29, from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Judges meet with student participants and review and rank their projects.
Judging is done in teams organized by discipline area. If interested, con-
tact Connie Olson, 4-4640, or ruvalcabaolson1@llnl.gov

Student project discussions 
Scientists, engineers and postdocs are invited to come to the Robert

Livermore Community Center on Wednesday, March 29, from 1 to 2 p.m.
to meet the student participants and discuss their projects. If interested,
mark this date on your calendar and bring a colleague with you. (Please
use the parking lot adjacent to the Community Center on Loyola Way.)

Additional judges needed; scientists invited

This photo of a yawning red fox just stretching after a nap on the Lab’s grounds is
endearing. Yet, despite the charismatic nature of this ruddy-furred fellow, the red
fox is an invasive non-native species in California’s valley, lowland and coastal
ecosystems. The red fox (Vulpes vulpes) became widely established after being
introduced in California for fox hunting and fur farming.

While a mammal of only moderate size, the red fox is a stellar hunter and also
excels at adapting to a wide range of habitats. Unsurprisingly, they are increasing-
ly seen, like this Lab visitor, within suburban areas. Their omnivorous diet consists
of small mammals (rabbits, rodents), water and ground-nesting birds, fruits,
berries, insects and carrion. Garbage and pet food also are quite palatable; red fox
will raid both. Establishment of the nonnative red fox in native species’ habitats,
results in greater competition and predation pressures on native species. As a
result, native species’ populations decline or are displaced. Numerous examples
exist. Among these, piping plover nest destruction in Monterey, California clapper
rail declines in the SF Bay National Wildlife refuge, and the displacement of the San Joaquin kit fox. LLNL wildlife biologists point to the red fox as a possible
cause for the much diminished presence of burrowing owls in LLNL’s north buffer zone. 

While the red fox is certainly a charismatic and impressive species, and sightings are appealing, outside of its native range, this fellow is capable of great
harm to native species and ecosystems. Please do not feed any wildlife on the LLNL site, including the red fox.

Charismatic non-native fox highly adaptable outside of its range BY JESSIE COTY
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